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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—MAY SELECTION 


Goebbels, Joseph The Goebbels 1942- 
1943. Edited, Translated and with Introduction 


Louis Lochner. Doubleday. Apr. 21, 1948. 
566p. $4.00. 
The picture wartime Germany filled out more 


detail the pages, which represent extract the frag- 
ment major source. The editor had choose the 
most relevant portions 7000 pages copy fit the 
dimensions 500 page book, but confesses 
sacrifice much that would have sustained interest 
larger volume, and there doubt that scholars will 
have occasion consult the original material deposited 
the Hoover War Library the years come. These 
future investigators will indebted the custodians 
the Library who acquired the manuscript through the 


perspicacity Hugh Gibson, who recognized its value 


when purchased from dealer waste paper 


Berlin; the United States Government, which has 
policy encouraging the translation and publication 
such source material; and, finally, the Russians whose 
lack system plundering the German resulted 
often the emptying filing cabinets the floor and 
then shipping off the cases metal-hungry U.S.S.R. 
Even so, more seems have been lost than the junk 
dealer had sell, for this fragment covers only the period 
from January 21, 1942, through December 1943, and 
there are some gaps. Nevertheless has value which 


approaches importance the Van Hassell and Ciano 
Diaries when one wishes follow the development 
Axis reactions allied strategy after Pearl Harbor and 
before the invasion Normandy. 


Dr. Paul Joseph Goebbels was lapsed Catholic,-a rabble- 
who could give full expression popular hatred, 


whether that hatred was directed against Jews, bourgeois 
luxury, aristocracy, the clergy the Church which 
had given him opportunity acquire his education. 
tribute the strength the hierarchy German 
public opinion that, while could rage against 
private, his political instinct made him realize that final 
contest would have delayed until after the war; 
the other hand, class distinctions based upon birth 
property were gleefully attacked, the Jews were well 
their way extermination, and the war spirit only fed 
upon these incidental manifestations ambition 
destroy the Christian foundations European civiliza- 
tion. The most striking manifestation the common 
aims brown and red bolshevism furnished the 
frequent expressions this high priest Nazism his 
great admiration for the Soviets. They were the formi- 
dable enemy, and not the bourgeois democracies, for the 
Reds had “firm spiritual foundation”. More clever 
than Hitler, would have tried win the support 
the Russian people holding forth specious promises 
them, and enlisting them the war against Stalin. 
was consistent with the same lie that represented the 
West Germany’s fight holy war save Europe, but 
while Hitler believed that lie himself, could not tem- 
porize his desire depopulate large chunks the Slav 
territories order make room for subsequent German 
colonization. 


Goebbels’s Diary will furnish ammunition for the critics 
Teheran and Yalta. April, 1943, the nervous Doctor 
recorded: “The Balkans are still the powder barrel 
Europe. hoped that the English and Americans 
are not aware the chances beckoning them there” (p. 
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348). separate peace with Russia was for the Nazis 
political cf. Index s.v. Soviet Russia), how- 
ever desirable the abstract, particularly after the Italian 
capitulation. all goes show that Stalin depended 
least much upon Anglo-American co-operation 
thought our success depended upon his good will. 
That not all that this book gives the way in- 
sight, but the most poignant offering for current 
reflection. There addition much the German 
attitude toward their allies and quasi-allies. 
was true revolutionist the Nazi sense, but the Italian 
atmosphere reeked conservatism; Japan enjoys nothing 
but favorable comment the period covered; every 
other quarter there were satisfactory partners the 
New Order. Franco was base ingrate, controlled his 
wife and the Catholic clergy; Horthy and the upper class 
Hungary showed too much tenderness toward Jews; 
for Petain and Laval, they had never really co-oper- 
ated, and France stood lose her ancient province 
Burgundy the final peace, just Italy was lose the 
Tyrol and Venezia. Finally, there great deal 
revealing nature the hates and jealousies within the 
Nazi organization, well the peculiar social amenities 
totalitarian ruling class, which makes the Diary more 
amusing than was intended. Editor Lochner has provided 
careful annotation for all individuals mentioned, having 
drawn for that purpose his extensive knowledge ac- 
quired while chief the Associated Press 


Berlin. 
John Farrell, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


LITERARY GUILD—MAY SELECTION 


Bellamann, Henry and Katherine. Parris Mitchell 
King’s Row. Simon and Shuster. Apr. 19, 1948. 
333p. 


Mrs. Bellamann’s foreword explains that King’s Row was 
planned her late husband the first novel trilogy 
recording the life that imaginary Western town the 
turn the century. The second novel was have been 
“psychoanalysis the town”, but only detailed out- 
line and few passages were written before the author’s 
death. Mrs. Bellamann has completed the project only 
half the length its discursive predecessor. This story 
differs also making the hero rather than his native town 
its central interest, though the sociological viewpoint 
not discarded. 


are further warned that “this not sequel, but 
continuation”. Properly should approached way 
King’s Row, though reminiscent musings the early 
pages facilitate independent reading. Parris Mitchell 
during his years silence has married the ethereal Elise 
and become respected psychiatrist the state hospital. 
Complications begin when repurchases the ancestral 
estate Von with the assistance Randy McHugh, 
widow his closest friend and now real estate agent. 
opposed Fulmer Green, again the villain, whose 
connivings combine with malicious gossip force Parris 
resign from the hospital. Hazel. Green does not share 
her husband’s hatred but unintentionally deepens 
sending her brother-in-law Donny Parris for diagnosis. 
Fulmer fears exposure his with 


Bellamann 


Best 


the youth, but Parris always remains model 
sional integrity and objectivity. Donny does not respond 
however, and his rape Dyanna Rayne eventually bring 
him and his accomplice butchered death 
the hands the girl’s husband. 


The rape story one about six sub-plots tied 
Parris Mitchell’s consulting room. They include th: 
pathetic account Davis Pomeroy’s “compulsion” 
the hills and bay like dog the moon; this differs 
the others ending happily and having been 
pleted Henry Bellamann. There also the case 
Fanny Porter, disfigured burns received 
her husband’s Santa Claus whiskers Christmas party 
she ends tormented suicide. The record finally total 
two suicides, divorce, three tragic deaths, several fornica 
tions, and occasional profanity addition the 
sexuality and rape. Life King’s Row obviously has 
changed recent years, though fairness should 
said that such bald summary this does not represent 
the manner the book; the vicious elements are 
but good deal circumspection marks their 
tion. 


Meantime the central story brings added tragedy 
the death Elise. Mrs. Bellamann here makes 
obvious effort preserve the integrity her hero 
she transfers his affections from Elise Randy; but 
transfer begins while his wife still alive, and the 
his feeling for Elise lacking the something 
marital love not really successful. Randy would have| 
been the reader’s choice begin with, but Parris chooses 
otherwise and the death Elise becomes little more than 
mechanical convenience plot. Poetic justice 
comes Fulmer, any rate, while heroism 
demic returns Parris popular favor and his 
position. And the conclusion also has Randy 
live happily with him Von Eln. 


Most the interest the novel lies its psychology 
character. Parris seen sensitive, kindly, but lonely| 
man thought; yet touch unreality about him leaves| 
the reader bit cold. Perhaps needs the contrast 
Drake McHugh, debonair man action the first 
give him the common touch. some ways Randy 
even better delineated with less space devoted 
practicality, humanitarian impulses, and sound common| 
sense are her major qualities. The structure inter 
esting variation Chaucerian framework, but the device| 
necessitates such frequent cases aberration 
begins wonder the whole population King’s Row 
not psychotic. Perhaps that impression 
result compression that the first novel lacked. 
also rather consistent tendency restrict 
chologizing behavioristic causes that, without open 
denial volition, certainly minimizes moral responsibility. 
Mrs. Bellaman content limit religion her town 
the extraneous presence Father Donovan; remains 
kindly compound Irish mysticism and good judgment, 
but never comes into contact with the people who 
need him most. Both novels recording the life King’s 
Row plainly contain elements that should restricted 
judicious, mature readers. 

George Grauel, 

John Carroll University, 

Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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Household, Geoffrey. 


Brown. 312p. $2.75. 


Having established himself storyteller note before 
embarking military career, Geoffrey Household culls 
from his experiences British security officer the 
Middle East this tale international intrigue and dupli- 
city coupled with modicum romance. 


Half English and half French, Armande Herne 1941 
found herself the object considerable suspicion Syria. 
The wife British petty officer the Atlantic service, 


she had come Beirut secretary aircraft manu- 
facturer. the collapse this enterprise the British 
and Free French wondered about her means support. 
Thus she came under the scrutiny the British Field 
Security appropriately, not too handsomely, represented 
double-talking, seedy Sergeant Prayle. 


Endeavoring associate herself with the war once 
again, Armande accepts commission from David Nach- 
mias the Jewish Agency persuade Sheikh Wadiah 
sell the British some weapons had been collecting. 
From Prayle she had learned the meantime that Nach- 
mias had previously worked for the British. After several 
weeks the Sheikh’s mountain village Lebanon her 
charm wins the chieftain’s agreement. Back Jerusalem, 
Armand unaware that her coup complete surprise 
both Captain Fairfather British Field Security and 
Major Montagne the Free French, who had captured 


the receipt for the guns but not the weapons. 


Field Security, operating through omniscient Sergeant 
Prayle, believes, although evidence lacking, that Nach- 
mias had party Jews British uniforms collect the 
for the Jewish National Home. When interrogated, 
Nachmias casts suspicion upon Montagne who pictured 
left-wing sympathizer working with Mrs. Herne. 
far British G.H.Q. concerned the Jewish leader 
trusted agent and above suspicion. Consequently Ar- 
mande blacklisted and the Major disgraced and in- 
While Armande flees across Egypt and turns 
the lowly lot cabaret dancer support herself British 
Field Security and G.H.Q. having war its own. 
due time Prayle arrives Egypt trace Mr. Makrisi— 
the former Major Montagne escaped from internment and 
disguised Egyptian street peddler. That work- 
ing against the Agency there doubt, but can really 
supplying the Irgun Zvai Leumi with 
panied Nachmias and Fairfather, Prayle shadows Mon- 
tagne country-side hut. The four men sitting about 
the table are apparently anti-Zionists. flash the 
leader turns his gun upon Montagne and kills him. Before 
the two security officers understand what has happened 
Nachmias meets the same fate. for Sergeant Prayle 
(now promoted Major), leave him living with 
Armande whose husband the interim had asked for 
divorce that might marry American girl. 


Plots, schemes, murder, international politics and con- 
make for adventurous reading provided the author 
does not lose himself the mysterious aura the setting. 
Since Geoffrey Household does not avoid the pitfall con- 
fusion inevitable. Add this central character whose 
conversation (supposedly humorous) is, times, almost 
unintelligible and your reader more mystified than 
amused. Further handicapped unnecessary 


coarseness and vulgarity, plus the objectionable adulterous 
telationship, Arabesque has little offer for itself aside 


Household Mcllwaine 


from nodding acquaintance with the Palestine situation. 
Its audience will restricted accordingly. 


Francis 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 
Shields. Memphis Down Dixie. Dut- 
ton. Apr. 19,1948. 400p. $4.50. 


This the third volume Dutton’s “Society America” 
series devoted tracing the growth sectional societies 
cities and regions these United States, portraying 
their characteristics well the traditions and personali- 
ties associated with them. Seemingly the series not 
meant scholarly sociological study but rather 
summarization popular style persons, places, trends 
and events which interlaced produce regional society. 


Memphis Tennessee, the fourth Chickasaw bluff, 
one hundred feet above the moiling Mississippi, highest 
point between the mouth the Ohio and Natchez, cen- 
ter tri-state area (Arkansas, Tennessee and Mississip- 
pi), communications hub, cotton and lumber center, most 
important extension the Old South into the New West, 
city whose development, some extent, can 
found recapitulation many factors which influenced 
the development the whole country. The site 
Memphis, point discovery said probably one 
the three oldest the United States, was legendarily 
trodden DeSoto 1541, passed from Spain France 
Britain and finally the fledgeling Union 1784. 
Commerce and land speculation were the prime factors 
its establishment town. Forts three nations and 
trading posts had marked the spot for years but was 
finally Andrew Jackson, acting for Judge John Overton 
Nashville, the master land speculator, who removed the 
troublesome Chickasaw Indians treaty 1818. Then 
Marcus Winchester and Isaac Rawlings, first two mer- 
chants and first two mayors, began the development 
city, Memphis, ancient Egyptian “good abode,” whose 
first inhabitants were traders, Indians, gamblers, flatboat- 
men, small farmers and mosquitoes. 


Then “the white fields the cotton kingdom” spread 
throughout the central South and Memphis became 
planters’ capital where financing, merchandizing and hand- 
ling cotton became major business with provision 
pleasure for planters the off season running close 
second. The Civil War took from Memphis, Nathan 
Bedford Forrest, quondam humane slave dealer, who 
became one the leading cavalry fighters the ages 
though still classed some only guerilla. Memphis 
was captured early the Federals only become 
supply base from which materials were smuggled, with 
connivance, Southern armies. The occupation, post- 
war Reconstruction, carpetbaggers, K.K.K., race riots and 
all the other ills that era came Memphis but the 
city survived them rather efficiently, becoming again 
cotton center, again planters capital since the economics 
cotton changed but little until the dawn the 20th 
Century. But then Troubles caught with Memphis. 
Epidemics ravaged the town culminating the yellow 
fever scourge 1878 when thousands died, tens thou- 
sands fled, destruction fire the city was proposed 
and bankrupt Memphis lost its city status for nearly 
decade. 
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Thus far the story has been almost chronological—from 
this point becomes series chapters various as- 
pects life Memphis. Close the Mississippi, the 
city itself was but little ravaged floods but, the cen- 
ter flat country, became the refuge for tens thou- 
sands backlanders when the waters spread from their 
banks. Steamboating was part Memphis life; not only 
the pleasure boats song and story but the work-a-day 
commercial boats whose story told that Captain 
Jim Lee. These boats were worked Negro roustabouts 
under the “mean mates” and frequently was death for 
one the other. Financiers, such Napoleon Hill, gar- 

ered fortunes out cotton; Memphis played its brief 
role the stripping American forests; out Memphis 
came Lee Christmas, the revolutionary who stormed 
through Central America; Richard Halliburton left Mem- 
phis and write; Clarence Saunders founded the 
Piggly-Wiggly chain super-markets; Handy initi- 
ated such things “jazz” and composed 
with Negro songs base; Crump, politician and 
machine boss supreme, captured the rule Memphis and 
Shelby County. 


All these things are woven into the making Memphis— 
Southern City with Western slant—genteel, polite, hos- 
pitable, aristocratic but withal vigorous, expansionist, 
commercial, adventurous, reckless. Cotton capital, pleas- 
ure center, river town, lumber center, communications 
hub, commercial and industrial region—thus has Memphis 
its hundred and almost twenty-five years. 
Though may have Western veneer essentially 
city the South with all the typical problems racial 
relationships. Commerce has affected but not erased the 
culture developed those who, the early 18th Cen- 
tury, rushed westward the South find more land for 
cotton. Cotton still there but longer King 
Cotton and other industries are important. 
out the book the story Memphis told personali- 
ties—the mass the people and their social problems are 
treated but lightly. The story the Crump machine and 
the story race relations seem glossed over 
though avoid offense anyone though there in- 
teresting section the qualifications the “good girl” 
(Negro course) sought Memphis housewives and 
the decent citizens are, implication, taken task for 
permitting the benevolently dictatorial Crump continue 
power. all the book does not seem very 
profound complete study regional society but 
rather recounting incidents from Memphis’ history 
very readable form. extremely interesting and 
suitable for most readers, although the inclusion some 
material the pleasures found Memphis past 
and present, would seem preclude its reading 
adolescents. 


George Horace Lorimer and The 


Tebbel, John. 
Doubleday. Apr. 22, 1948. 


Saturday Evening Post. 
335p. $4.00. 


This the breezy, pleasant study energetic, busy 
man. The tremendous activity almost thirty-nine 
years’ editorship the Saturday Evening Post crowded 
into nine thick chapters, which the names, dates and 
literary titles that stud these full years abound. 
bright success story the conventional manner, and 
such will probably read with interest large public. 


Tebbel Steinbeck 


Best SELLER 


That will achieve place the small body 
biographical writing America not likely. That 
nevertheless potential best seller indicated 
embodiment some the ingredients making for such 
the speed and lilt its pace, its multiplicity concret 
evidence, the ease its prose, the Algerian simplicity 
its almost dramatic success theme, saved the grace of; 
slightly marred ending; the inevitable richness ane 
dote, its ready homage the practical the editing 
ness, and candid lack preoccupation with the 
tual. 

Mr. Tebbel warm admirer Lorimer’s greatnes 
Nonetheless, the figure the editor emerges, the 
his biographer’s objectivity, reasonably balanced mix 
ture weaknesses and strengths. the tribute Cyru 
Curtis, his publisher the early years, The Boss was 
Post and the Post was The Boss. One told the 
nary benevolent despotism, demanding and receiving 
magic personality the blend awe 
Lorimer went great lengths personally discover 
encourage promising writers. was generous 
the salary standards the day. Always his own judg 
ment was final. There seemed varying standard 
treatment for dissenters: querulous readers were handled 
blandly, often letter; objecting contributors and would. 
contributors somewhat summarily terse rebuttal 
then perhaps lengthy neglect. But complaints 
large were few and none questioned that was the mar 
for the job. was optimistic, hearty, fair, decisive 
sentimental, possessed wonderful business sense. 
put its feet the moribund Post the 90’s, appearing 
impart into for thirty years good share his own 
boundless vitality, made it, says Tebbel, his shrewd 
appraisal middle-class American reading taste, 
ing concern with circulation topping two million. the 
last decade, the wane had set because Lorimer wa: 
never able fully come grips with the postwar age. 
relinquished control 1936, the year before his death. 


Lorimer not overly challenging subject for profound 
study and depth insight and analysis, occasionally 
present, not characterize this book. was not primar 
ily writer nor critic, but judge writers from the 
twofold point view editor and business 
Tebbel gives entirely plausible and often humanly 
attractive picture man who was success 
judged whatever standards. One need not beyond 
any assumption genius, the author would have 
William Gleeson, 
Department English, 


Steinbeck, John. Russian Journal. With Pictures 
Robert Capa. Viking. Apr. 16, 


$3.75. 

Here are behind the “Iron Curtain” with the pen 

one the world’s most famous storytellers and the 
equally renowned photographer guide us. The 

sult book which very definitely fulfills the 
blurb’s prediction that “those who have unalterably 

fixed views about Russia will annoyed and upset 

much that reported”. Despite the seriousness the 

topic, the gayety and flippancy its presentation tends 

create the impression travesty aimed 

“inside” accounts which subsequently become 
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Fortified several concoctions served their favorite 
bistro, Steinbeck and Capa decided that the world needed 
double-edged account the Russian people—as people 
—in word and picture. They planned nothing elaborate 
definitive, they shied away from politics and the 
mighty and concentrated the ordinary man and woman. 
According their report they never did come within 
sight (although they were inside the Kremlin) any 
important Soviet They were concerned with the 
daily life the city-dwellers Moscow, Stalingrad, Kiev, 
and other ruined and besieged centers, order report 
how these people worked, spent their leisure and queued 
for food and other necessities. Fortunately they did 
not confine their own endless eating and drinking (the 
wont the typical journalistic travelogue) the metro- 
poli, but dared venture into the rural areas the 
Ukraine and the Caucasus. Thus something learned 
the collective farms and peasant life. 


Naturally, wherever these two reporters went, whether 
among the farmers, factory-workers, intellectuals, 
literati the Soviet Union, the topic uppermost the 
minds all concerned the prospects war between the 
two nations. And everywhere the same toast was 
ered—not honor individuals, but rather that peace 
may maintained. less than their American coun- 
terparts the Russian people not only not want, but 
even fear, war. 


Throughout this report Steinbeck does adequate job 
masking his likes and dislikes. Only the somewhat 
primitive air transportation system never manages 
escape his scathing denunciation. general seeks 
impart information sans interpretation, thus avoiding any 
indictment open defense the Soviet Union. Conse- 
quently the material and point view, even though ap- 
parently presented with frankness and sincerity, will not 
acceptable every reader. for the photographs, 
they are truly representative Capa’s 
But since the young man evidently still fighting the 
Spanish Civil War (give him pen even limited three 
pages text and mentions it) some are bound look 
Russian Journal with some askance. 

Francis 

Manhattan College, 

New York City 
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Ruth Babe, told Bob Considine. The Babe 
Ruth Story. Dutton. Apr. 28,1948. 250p. $3.00. 


1902 burly black-haired kid seven first met the 
Xaverian Brothers St. Mary’s Industrial School 
Baltimore. was with them off and 1914. 
Otherwise his days were spent and around his father’s 
waterfront saloon. Listed incorrigible, received 
the standard St. Mary training plus special efforts the 
part Brother Matthias, was taught the trade tailoring 
and and became the school’s most famous 
graduate. was George Herman Ruth, the “Bambino”, 
the “Sultan Swat”, the “Big Boy”, the “Babe”, known 
and loved tens millions Americans. For Babe 
Ruth Mr. Baseball and baseball still the American 
game. There were Cobb and Speaker and Wagner and 
host others but the Babe overshadowed them all. 
was the knockout hitter, the fellow who plastered them 
out the park and did oftener than anyone else. His 


Ruth Baldwin 


22 


was the American story—poor boy makes good—he has 
been and hero and exemplar millions boys. 


Everyone knows the essentials The Babe Ruth Story: 
the Baltimore Orioles, The Red Sox where shone 
pitcher, the halcyon days with Miller Huggins and the 
Yankees; the less happier days with Joe McCarthy, the 
final Yankee denial managerial ambitions and finally 
the desolate few days with Boston and Brooklyn, with 
which latter team served merely temporary coach. 
The story here detail and the Babe’s own words. 
With there host incident about players, games 
and plays all arranged chronological detail. Today the 
Babe lives shattered body, only pale ghost the 
outskirts baseballdom but still the legendary figure 
slowly from serious illnesses 
making game fight remain alive, give something 
more baseball. That something the Babe Ruth 
Foundation encourage baseball-minded youngsters. But 
the Babe’s character had shadier side; played 
night well day and there was night baseball 
those days the Roaring Twenties. The Babe was 
fast and loose the night league and admits his 
errors. Little said those madcap escapades and 
equally little said his early life home. There are 
chinks the Babe’s armor and his feet have clayey 
cast but essentially his story good one and deserves 
both reading and recognition. 


Baldwin, Hanson The Price Power. 
Mar. 31, 1948. $3.75. 


Reading this book opens completely new world. 
that strange and exclusive world inhabited the profes- 
sional military strategists. While diplomats 
national experts are striving negotiate peace treaties, the 
career men the armed forces carefully plan for the next 
war—just case the statesmen fail. Their military plans 
and preparations necessarily have social and economic 
repercussions which hamper the efforts statesmen for 
peace. Thus peace and war are involved vicious 
circle. estimate our hope for peace, one must 
acquainted with our military prospects. 


Harper. 


the special merit this book that eschews military 

jargon. Hanson Baldwin, military editor The New 
York Times, knows the top brass yet can express their 
ideas the language which civilians can understand. 
Unlike many newspaper columnists not try 
frighten his readers with Wellsian horrors pushbutton 
warfare but presents instead calm, factual 
the new weapons. 


His account the atomic bomb convincing. one 
the few civilians who witnessed the Bikini explosions, 
can speak with authority. The size the bomb, what 
devastation can cause land and sea, how many bombs 
are now producing and have already stockpiled, how 
Russian research faring—these are some the interest- 
ing topics which discusses. According him the only 
solution the atomic bomb dispersion and digging; and 
gives sage advice along these lines. 


The next war will characterized the guided missile. 
After clearly explaining the various types guided mis- 
siles, concludes that, despite feverish and costly re- 
search, mass production these deadly projectiles will 
not possible for fifteen, twenty even thirty years. 


4 
5 
Pee 


Sheen 


Biological warfare, supersonic planes and the radically 
new submarine, already revolutionizing naval tactics, re- 
ceive adequate treatment. few exceptions the arms 
the last war are obsolete. The new equipment now 
the blueprint experimental stage and will probably 
1970 before this matériel will abundant enough 
permit the renewal hostilities. the meanwhile inter- 
national incidents such those which recently occurred 
Berlin and Vienna will not lead war. Neither Russia 
nor the United States ready. fact, Baldwin cites 
with apparent approbation one authority who “estimates 
that Russia will not have the industrial capacity fight 
the United States for least twenty-five years, possibly 
fifty.” (p. 125). 


this the case, why the current excitement Wash- 
ington? Principally because our leaders have 
awakened the realization that Western Europe falls 
under the influence the hammer and sickle, then Com- 
munist Russia will harness the industrial potential which 
desperately needs. And the crisis will come sooner 
than calculated. Culturally Western Europe belongs 
our world and must our determined policy keep 
closely associated with us. Communism must “con- 
tained” and never allowed reach the shores the 
Atlantic where can real military threat the 
United States. 


Russia has stolen march us. Since the war her 
foreign policy has been dictated predominantly mili- 
tary considerations. other way can her expansionist 
moves explained. The United States has tried make 
peace the old diplomatic pattern and has placed 
sanguine trust the UN. Now realities must faced 
and our policy must revert not isolationism nor 
mythical world government nor preventitive war 
but the old strategy the balance power. The 
balance still our favor and must maintained. 
And must have not only power but purpose well 
because “the members the Politburo are ruthless real- 
ists, they respect power and purpose, but power without 
purpose confuses them and purpose without power 
object contempt.” 


The United States democracy and must careful 
not forfeit our democratic freedoms the process 
defending them. For this reason 
warns against the policy allowing the military 
assume too much leadership the government in- 
dustrial affairs. also sees universal military training 
unnecessary and wasteful step this direction. 


You may not fully agree with Baldwin but you will neglect 
his book your future peril. People the millions are 
now reading Churchill’s Memoirs and are wondering why 
his voice was heard few the critical thirties. 
The Price Power tract for our times and let not 
said twenty years hence that Baldwin’s vital message 
went unread and unheeded. 

Harry Koenig, 

Mundelein, 


* * 


Sheen, Fulton Communism and the Conscience 
the West. Bobbs-Merrill. Mar. 15, 1948. 247p. 
$2.50. 

Monsignor Sheen’s latest book certain philo- 
sophical bases Communism, compared with the 
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philosophy our Western civilization. The author find 
that the opposition between the two less total 
generally assumed. Indeed, Communism often carries 
logical, though revolting, conclusion certain premises 
accepted widely this country. the extent that 
are materialist our business attitudes, laissez faire 
statist our philosophy government, and 
our ethics, have the seeds Communism within 


According this book, the fundamental derangement 
modern society lies its rejection religion. Whether 
this take the form the crude persecutions Marxism, 
whether expressed the subtler cruelty secu. 
larism which ignores God, the basic evil From 
this root error, the specific evils the fields govern. 
ment, business, family life, and personal attitudes develop 
various ways. Here, America however, there are 
counteracting influences which have prevented the full 
development vicious tendencies. Under Communism, 
the yielding evil has been absolute suggest 
diabolic creed. 

The reviewer found the present book extremely 
appraise. Part the difficulty inherent all 
phies history, which tend sweeping generalities. 
the concrete rarely neatly categorized. Thus, the 
analysis labor-capital relations and the suggested 
dies (pp. 126-134) appears make the problem 
tively simple. One misses the careful refinements which 
would found the works Elton Mayo 
Clinton Golden. Again, the “concessions” the Rus 
sian Orthodox Church the Politburo are viewed the 
beginning Russia’s world mission bearer the faith 
other nations (p. 195). Possibly this may true the| 
future, but from short-range viewpoint Archbishop 
Stepinac and others might dissent. 
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Lamb, 
Terrible 
1400-164 
$3.75. 
“Today,” 
March 
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priests anc 
adds flesh 
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cruel, 
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One source the difficulty felt reading this book ments 
its somewhat composite nature. The earlier which, 


are replete with quotations from profound students 
history, whereas the later ones are adaptations radio 


broadcasts the author. Sweeping 
quired the compressed nature radio 
follow shortly upon erudite analyses Marxist 


phy. The result certain unevenness and even 
congruity treatment. 

Monsignor Sheen’s study will most useful 
groups which have taken superficial view 
munism. Readers who have opposed Communism merely 
because attacks the system free enterprise because 
has not produced high standard living will gain 
fresh and useful viewpoint. But not always felici- 
tous its analysis the present political methods the 
Soviet Union and the remedies needed meet the march 
world Communism. 


Some minor errors slipped the editors. Two might 
corrected future printings. David Martin’s book was 
published 1946, not 1936 (p. World 
longer Catholic publication against Communism. 
was taken over last year Hamilton Fish and given 
entirely new tone and orientation (p. 240). 


The criticisms offered here not detract from the 


mense study and erudition which undoubtedly went into 
the preparation this book. But the writing 
phies history offers formidable challenge even 
turies after the events, when all the facts are known. 
When the subjects are living societies, changing the 
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hour, the problem increased immeasurably. Undoubt- 
edly this fact explains the present reader’s reaction 
many broad statements the book: feeling bewilder- 
ment and uncertainty, not knowing whether they were 
true, partially true, false simply unknown the present 


time. 
Rev. John Cronin, 


Washington, 


* * * 


Lamb, Harold. The March Muscovy; Ivan the 
Terrible and the Growth the Russian Epmire, 
1400-1648. Doubleday. Mar. 
$3.75. 

“Today,” writes Harold Lamb his foreword The 
March Muscovy, “Russia omnipresent the con- 
sciousness the world. are apt think her 
enormous expanding entity, almost monolithic hard- 
ness, and enduring the mountains the earth. 
understand this hardness and this quality endurance, 
today but what she was the beginning.” 


The beginning, course, was the little town Moscow. 
How this little town developed into the Russian Empire, 
expanding across Eurasia, the substance Mr. Lamb’s 
narrative. Basing his account the early years Russia 
contemporary records kept natives and foreigners, 
priests and princes, merchants and diplomats, the author 
adds flesh and blood the bare bones history. this 
pageant Russia, the mob scenes are played Mongols 
and Slavs, Swedes and Finns; Vasily, Vladimir, and many 
others have supporting roles, but Ivan 
cruel, visionary, ambitious, and able— the dominant 
figure. For Ivan lived through the main eastward move- 
ments his people, and was this eastward migration 
which, more than anything else, made Moscow Russia. 


The March Muscovy able study the origins 
imperial Russia; vividly written, thoroughly enjoy- 
able narrative—with one deficiency, lack interpretation. 
deficiency which will probably prevent the book from 
being rated one the better studies early Russian 
history. The author concerns himself with visible exter- 
nal events only, and, intentionally, makes attempt 
explain them. Thus, what might have been great book 
only good book recommended all who are inter- 
ested Russia who like their history written 


sprightly manner. 
Frank Gerrity, 
University Scrtnaon 


Gabriel, Gilbert Thee Wed. 
30, 1948. 340p. $3.00. 


One after another minor incidents, historical footnotes, 
from the American past are being ferreted out and used 
the basis historical novels—good, poor, indifferent. 
Now the well-known dramatic critic, Hollywood writer 
and novelist, Gilbert Gabriel, has resurrected the legend 
Asylum (spelled Azylum the book) from the ob- 
blown into short romantic novel, entirely suitable 
the movies. One Alan Ruff, ex-Major Continental 
Engineers and paroled British captive studying Paris 
protégé Robert Morris, finds himself the midst 


Macmillan. Mar. 


the preliminary stirrings the French Revolution. Ruff 
was sort civil engineer, combination architect, sur- 
veyor, builder who had worked through the country 
around the upper reaches the Susquehanna, knew them 
and loved their beauty. Paris Alan finds himself in- 
timate with Talon, combination police magistrate and 
secret service head. also meets Marie Nicholle (Gay) 
LeGuay, indifferent model, dancer, singer and actress, 
possessed dangerous gift, close similarity appear- 
ance Marie Antoinette, unhappily remembered Queen 
France. Through series slowly unfolding scenes 
Alan and Gay are brought together, his interest her 
established, her devotion Count Axel Fersen, the 
Queen’s lover, brought out and the Revolutionary back- 
ground developed. 


With Marie Antoinette prison, Gay hiding with 
Fersen, the émigrés scattered and Talon flitting along the 
Spanish border the scene shifts America. There Robert 
Morris, owner vast undeveloped acreage along the Sus- 
quehanna, helps French émigré nobles, for profit 
course, establish colony secluded section where 
rescued Marie Antoinette can find refuge. Alan 
charged with establishing the colony which placed under 
Talon’s governance and Gay brought America 
lend credence the rumor that the Queen already 
here, rumor which, when disproved unmasking her, 
will make possible for the real Queen slip quietly 
into the country and live undisturbed the face anti- 
royalist sentiment which French agents are fomenting. 


Under Alan’s guidance the village Azylum built, 
colony émigrés installed and Gay placed her role. 
combination factors militate against the success 
the colony: the attitude the émigrés, the sentiment 
stirred among the rowdier American element 
French agents, the self-interested trickery Talon, the 
machinations Carrie Macorder, old woodsman, and 
the dislike all save Alan for the gaminish Gay. Gay 
wishes save and serve her Queen and for her sake 
Alan tries reconcile all elements for the colony’s suc- 
cess. But when the news Marie Antoinette’s death 
arrives the colony disintegrates rapidly. Finally, Gay and 
Alan, cross purposes throughout the story, marry and 
true Americans set out for new home the West. 


Thee Wed brief and rather inconsequential story, 
overinvolved for its length, fairly written but not very 
interesting. The usual romantic view Marie Antoinette 
taken but the story does not concern her career any 
great extent. There are serious objectionable features 
and the book seems suitable for all classes readers. 


Eastman, Max. Enjoyment Living. Harper. 


Mar. 31, 1948. 603p. $5.00. 


Because the utterly sacrilegious character the poem 
pp. 592-4 this book impossible recommend 
Although Eastman did not write the poem ac- 
cepted for publication The Masses, which was 
editor when the poem was published 1916. Eastman’s 
attitude with reference organized religion made clear 
his statement that institution whole, both 
Protestant and Catholic, has betrayed its Master, and de- 
livered him into the hands the enemy. say again: 
the Church Judas Iscariot” (p. 580). This evident dis- 
like even the accompaniments religion affected 


Chase Conklin 


him while was visiting Rome that wrote his 
father: ‘did’ the Vatican and St. Peters (sic) and 
the disgusting gas popery, priestcraft and sanctimonious 
hypocrisy and you can imagine adoration the 
Greek more exasperated than fulfilled. St. Peters (sic) 
about the most inconceivably hideous inside big 
church ever saw, and I’m glad it” (pp. 370-371). Why 
anyone should consider Michelangelo’s work “hideous” 
seems this reviewer least incomprehensible. 
recall his “Pieta” the right the main entrance, and 
was presumably there when Eastman visited St. Peter’s 


1911. 


But what else there this big book? answer 
that question, may observe that this volume evi- 
dently the first set series, concerned with Eastman’s 
life. This book deals detail with developments from 
Eastman’s birth 1883 until about the year 1917. Both 
his father and mother were ministers, but his mother who 
took the work after ill health forced her husband 
abandon preaching for farming, was easily the more 
famous, especially because her influence Elmira, 
New York. Eastman tells frankly his life Williams 
College, which went 1900, and his teaching 
Columbia University, following his appointment 
1907. 1909 became actively interested votes for 
women; became socialist about 1912 and later be- 
came the editor the socialist magazine, The Masses. 


great deal space devoted the problems created 
his marriage 1911 Ida Rauh, from whom was 
later divorced. Many pages are devoted detailed ac- 
counts his illnesses, none which seemed have any 
physical basis. His harrowing experiences sanatarium 
1906 are given, well the mental treatments given 
him. Brief accounts are given his experiences 
London, Paris, Moscow and elsewhere. His love life re- 
ceives much frank discussion. This love life involved not 
only Ida Rauh but goodly number other women, 
whose names are mentioned. Some may not care for the 
revelations, even though the events mentioned took place 
many years ago. Year after year Eastman was fighting 
for something called freedom, although was never 
able sure what that was. freely admits that 
had anchorage life and fixed values. was 
continually striving for enjoyment, apparently thinking 
that worked hard, even though aimlessly, this de- 
sired contentment would come him. Many pages 
his soul searching will perhaps tiresome most readers. 
you would need read the life man who kept him- 
self busy with objectives which himself later con- 
sidered important, you may like this book. not, for- 


get it. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, Chicago 


Chase, Free Admission. 


31, 1948. 319p. $3.00. 

For three dollars, the interested person may read about 
(a) Miss Chase’s last great love affair; (b) her activities 
during wartime—the play that closed one night, the 
radio talks, the travels cross country unimpeded war- 
time restrictions, the partying with great and near-great, 
the hospital stay, the roofs she lived under, etc.; (c) her 
opinions marriage and divorce, racial problems, Roose- 
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velt’s administration, the New Look, 
loneliness 


the Un-American Activities Committee, 
women war years, Reno’s six-weeks sojourn, etc. 


The sum all the parts great collection 
sometimes sprightly and ultra-smart and the 
even the same—paragraph, profound, serious-eyed 
deadly earnest about the Important Things Life. Ther 


much anecdote, well there might since the 


certainly got around and knew host people 
first names. Just single word her sentence can set 
another word which has different association 
her pursue. Occasionally, she returns the first 
but more often the chase leads farther afield. One 
minded little guests and acquaintances, usually fem 
nine, who seize the conversation firmly the teeth 
never let until they slam the outer door bang 
telephone receiver one’s ear. 


Not particularly funny nor poignant, and certainly 
sessing depth significance, the book leaves one 
little puzzled the author’s reason for writing it, 
publisher’s for putting into print. cf. the 
page 184: “My own feeling that the democratic 
toward which the whole strive this country, is; 
more persuasive form life than dictatorship, althoug 
those Americans who truly value their freedom 
and their persons cannot but uneasy over some 
our recent deeds.” 


sequel Past Imperfect, the book carries the author 
life forward over the subsequent years, the 
gossipy, life-of-the-party fashion the earlier 
The trouble there are more years the score now, 
may strike the reader that the frank 
emoting like school girl her heart’s progress 
married man before either them got around 
the last mate not the Grande Passion but little ind 
cent and pathetic. After all, forty years this 
coil and two husbands should tone down the girlish 
tures somewhat. 


However, you like that kind thing, probably the onl 
part which will really startle you the recital her 
whether marry not marry, and the artle 
rationalizing about divorce. 
Helen 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Conklin, Groff, Treasury Science 
tion. Crown. Mar. 30, 1948. 517p. $3.00. 


his introduction the editor cites the increasing 
science fiction, attempts invest with some 
and social significance, finally admitting that its major 
pose entertainment and exercising the imagination. Thi 
collection follows earlier anthology made the 
editor 1946 and contains items, which wet 
copyrighted 1940 later, from 1936 1939 
one from 1929. the total are from Street 
Astounding Stories, one the leading pulp magazines 
the field Stories, the other major pulp 
zine, did not place single selection), are from two 
pulp magazines, while one comes from the 
Evening Post and one from book. The stories are 
usual types, novelettes and short stories, dealing wit 
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adventures time and space, with interplanetary travel, 
with atomic energy and other natural phenomena, with 
super-science, with catastrophe and horror and violence, 
with the effects scientific discoveries upon social and 
psychic phenomena. Adventure and romance play lead- 
ing roles against background scientific wonder. There 
are many cases pseudo-philosophizing, great deal 
philosophical confusion, violence, killing and 
phere naturalism and humanism. The book merely 
collective reprinting stories already published pulp 
magazines. There value other than that enter- 
There little sexual incident most 
the stories and only overly-impressionable readers, at- 
tempting find significance these stories, might 
harmed them. 


* * » 


van Water, Frederic Reluctant Rebel. Duell, 
Sloan Pearce. Mar. 17, 1948. 442p. $3.50. 


Young Adam Corlear, colonial who had been educated 
England and was but newly returned, account his 
father’s death, his native Albany 1771, found himself 
alone the world with more pressing mission than 
trip Canada settle accounts with his late father’s 
agent. proposed make the trip way Panton 
the Grants, later New Hampshire, where Benning 
Wentworth had issued patents land-hungry poor set- 
tlers land claimed New York State and granted, 
large parcels, wealthy land-owners. From his father 
Adam held grant Panton township but his father’s 
business associate, James Duane, advised against his visit- 
ing that region because the high feeling over the dis- 
puted grants. Duane was one the wealthy York land- 
owners, also merchant and financier; Adam himself was 
fairly wealthy through inheritance. 


Disregarding Duane’s advice Adam journeyed the 
Grants where encountered the boisterously bombastic 
and robustly violent, self-styled “Colonel Commandant” 
Ethan Allen, leader the Green Mountain Boys, or- 
mob protecting settlers’ interests against the 
Yorkers. Allen was real estate speculator, interested 
having the Grants settled and developed small settlers, 
since that way profits lay, rather than having large land- 
owners finance their own settlements. was also how- 
ever vital leader who could persuade and inspire others 
follow his plans. Governor Tryon New York to- 
gether with the landed proprietors was attempting 
evict the settlers and Allen was using them, banded to- 
gether under his leadership the Green Mountain Boys, 
resist evictions mob action. York agents were ter- 
rorized, whipped and hounded out the country; York- 
sponsored settlers were evicted. Both sides however were 
loyal England and the King with the Yorkers, using 
their favorable position law and their wealth gain 
their ends, the poor Grants settlers having only mob vio- 
lence and the isolatedness the country their favor. 
Panton the Catamount tavern, Allen hangout, 
Adam met the lovely Felicity Sherwood and, protecting 
her against the advances the British Lieutenant George 
Wadham, gained the friendship her brother Justus 
Sherwood, one the few cultured and educated men 
who stood with Allen. the Sherwoods jour- 
neyed the Royden pitch where met Mindwell and 
her young daughter Delight. While helping them 
was discovered hold the York title their land. There- 


van Water Bauer 


upon Olin Royden, Mindwell’s son, and Remembrance 
Baker, Allen henchman, set him adrift the woods 
York spy but earlier training and luck got him safely 
back Albany. 


Planning vengeance Baker, Adam returned secretly 
participate Baker’s kidnapping and return York. But 
Baker was released posse Green Mountain Boys 
and Adam, seriously injured, was nursed Roydens and 
Sherwoods since had protected Baker against mayhem 
and violence during his captivity. Recovered stayed 
help Roydens and Sherwoods develop their lands, fall- 
ing love with Felicity and beginning sympathize with 
the simple, earnest, sincere Grants people their struggle 
against the avaricious Yorkers. the seasons passed 
fell with the Green Mountain Boys and became 
trusted Allen Lieutenant even earning outlawry and 
price his head the hands Governor Tryon, 
outlawry which meant the forfeiture his wealth and 
possessions. Meanwhile the events which were result 
the American Revolution were taking place and the 
Grants settlers proved natural protagonists the 
cause individual liberty. And gradually Allen and 
the Green Mountain Boys began add their struggle 
for property rights the struggle for freedom. When Justus 
Sherwood saw this development began veer away 
from his former stand, sacrificing his loyalty the 
King. Felicity almost persuaded Adam follow suit but 
abandoned all chances Tryon’s pardon and cast his 
lot with the Green Mountain and the settlers. Losing 
Felicity this fashion soon perceived that had beer 
both gull and dupe his relations with her and turned 
the now grown Delight who had loved him since their 
first meeting. Many adventures occur during this period 
but they are too involved include here. The story ends 
the spring 1775 when Adam, after having rescued 
Delight from the fort, aided Allen the historic capture 
Ticonderoga. 


Essentially Reluctant Rebel meant the story 
Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Boys portraying 
them, general, according accepted modern historical 
interpretation though somewhat more favorable than 
usual. seems offer only superficial analysis 
Allen’s motives and character and his conversion from 
mob leader patriot too pat for easy digestion. 
adventure-romance the story occasionally dull and only 
indifferently well written; very frequent swearing, several 
items exceedingly irreverent, and occasional cursing 
together with partial agnosticism and hint atheism 
are objectionable features which lessen the recommenda- 
tion book suitable only for adults. 


Bauer, Florence Marvyne. Abram Son Terah. 
Bobbs-Merrill. Mar. 1948. 406p. $3.00. 


Faith, trust and obedience God marked the service 
Abraham, the patriarch. the record Genesis this 
shown principally his readiness sacrifice his son, 
Isaac, and before that his willingness leave Haran 
and journey with his family into the unknown country 
Chanaan. For this himself was blessed and all the 
kindred the earth were blessed him. How was the 
spirit this great patriarch shaped? This novel, which 
ends where the record Genesis begins, reconstructs 
what might well have been the early life and education 
Abraham. 
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Son Terah and Amtiia, Abram was lonely child 
large, prosperous household, the members which were 
too busy with their adult affairs give the child attention 
sympathy. result became solitary and uncom- 
municative, given only too often lonely and dangerous 
excursions into the world the teeming city and the 
surrounding countryside. Terah, his father, was copper- 
smith; Amtiia, his mother, the head weaving business 
which was the reason for the family prosperity. Too 
young associate with the men the household, Abram 
found among the women only Shelomith, his father’s 
concubine, give him understanding. The oldest the 
sons Terah, Haran, was already governor province 
under the king; Nahor, the second his sons, still 
member the household, was utterly selfish and would 
bend any one and anything further his own ambitions 
courtier. For the young Abram had only ridicule 
and persecution. 


one his runaway adventures, Abram chanced 
pick with traveling merchant, Perz. was meeting 
that had long-reaching consequences. The merchant be- 
came partner the weaving business with Amtiia, act- 
ing the buyer woolens and seller finished products 
near and distant places. Abram, thirteen, was per- 
mitted accompany Perz one his journeys. This 
journey brought Abram for the first time contact with 
Eber, Amorite slave the river boat, whom more 
later. also brought disillusionment Perz, whose lewd 
conduct eventually brought disaster the house Terah. 
Abram’s return, with the ambitions incipient manhood, 
brought him for the first time show affection from 
his mother and some recognition from the men the 
house. 


The following years were marked the disgrace brought 
the family through The man had long desired 
Amtiia, whose coldness and aloofness served accentuate 
the challenge his passionate nature. His advances were 
indignantly rejected, but there had been secret witness 
the scene, and Amtiia was charged and tried for 
adultery. Though acquitted, her interest business and 
living were gone, and she died shortly after. Abram 
felt himself responsible for had been himself who had 
first met Perz. His reaction was one rebellion against 
the gods that permitted such injustices. developed 
within himself spirit pride and independence; sensi- 
tive injustice, between master and slave, governor and 
governed, felt that the gods were but the instruments 
human cruelty and oppression. was dangerous 
attitude city that took its gods seriously, and the more 
dangerous that Abram made secret his feelings. 


From Amtiia Abram inherited shrewd head for busi- 
ness, and under her direction had developed the gift 
remarkable degree. therefore, took over the 
post overseer the royal stores, his ability was quickly 
recognized and the road promotion opened him. 
The king decided suddenly that the royal expenses had 
cut, and the beleaguered chamberlain, save his own 
head, reluctantly raised Abram the rank first assist- 
ant charge the royal budget, extraordinary pro- 
motion for one young. spite his evident success 
this sort thing, Abram longed free and his own 
master. 


Happening into the slave market one day during this 
period, Abram recognized, among the slaves for sale, 
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the galley slave the river boat, Eber, the Amorite. 
impulse purchased the slave who from that 
became the greatest influence his life. that 
acquaintance years before had felt the charm thd 
man’s nobility, the peace soul and self-mastery that 
retained even slave. Now daily contact with 
the man, first the office the palace, and later 
the more intimate association that came with operatin 
farm that Abram purchased, the character the slay; 
impressed Abram and influenced him more and 
Eber was worshipper the true God; Him 
found peace, and all that had happened 
had recognized the will his God. The God thi 
Amorite was, for Abram, strange God, and strange 
were His ways. was not worshipped graven 
and would not accept the homage men who wouk 
acknowledge Him only one among many. 
worshippers there could other God, and for ther 
there could only service that was unremitting. 
was neither god the earth alone, nor the waters, 
were the gods the Chaldeans, but the God all thing 
even the secret corners the hearts men. Here waj 
God Whom Abram could submit his rebellious 
independent spirit. Alone the farm Abram and 
worked together and prayed together, and together the 
built altar the one true God. But when adversit 
came, and the farm with all Abram’s possessions 
destroyed flood, Abram rebelled once more 
smashed the altar. returned his old ways 
city, and his old contempt for all gods, until one 
moment inspired perception saw the sense 
Eber’s life and the senselessness his own. The 
slave, now Abram’s freedman, had achieved peace 
soul because had dedicated himself God, had 
come instrument God, and had not tried 
his God serve his own human purposes. This God needed 
images Himself because men like Eber reflected 
themselves His goodness. 


This was Abram’s final conversion. was ready 
the great sacrifices that God was ask him thd 
distant land Chanaan. The house Terah, 
was the fortunes the king, crumbled and 
destroyed the forces that destroyed the king. 
and Sarai, with Terah and Lot, son Haran, were 
flight when the call God was revealed Abram. 


Interwoven with the history the spiritual struggle 
Abram the story Sarai, Abram’s half-sister, daughtel 
Shelomith, and her love for the unseeing 
her previous biblical novel, Behold Your King, 
author has succeeded bringing life the courts, 
market-places, and the homes ancient 
The survey Abram’s spiritual struggle above may 
impression that the book itself abstruse. 
thing but that. Abram seen child, boy and 
through the effect him the social and political 
fluences his time, they affected him intimately, 
shaped his career. Not only Abram, but all the 
cipal characters are sharply drawn, living these 
well they might have lived centuries ago the 
metropolis the Euphrates. Only more mature readet 


would enjoy the book, and for them 


Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland. 


recommended. 
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Peale, Norman Vincent, D.D. Guide Confident 
Living. Prentice-Hall. Mar. 1948. 248p. $2.75. 


The Preface this book states “the author has evolved 
specific technique designed lead people 
happiness and success.” The principles are taken from 
sacred scripture, and the technique the method using 
“these principles practical and understanding manner 
suited modern man.” 


The Author has conducted consultation service for 
number years the Marble Collegiate Church, Fifth 
Avenue, New York, for guiding people. has staff 
ministers, psychiatrists, and social psychiatrists. 


The book contains Thirteen Chapters, entitled: 


new-Old Way Free Your Powers. 
II. Don’t Keep Your Troubles Yourself. 
III. How Get Rid Your Inferiority Complex. 
IV. How Achieve Calm Center for Your Life. 
How Think Your Way Success. 
VI. Prayer—the Most Powerful Form Energy. 
VII. Forget Failures and Ahead. 
VIII. How Free from Fear. 
IX. How Power and Efficiency Can Yours. 
How Avoid Getting Upset. 
XI. How Attain Married Happiness. 
XII. How Meet Sorrow. 
XIII. Change Your Thoughts and You Change Every- 
thing. 
All the chapters are not equal value. The writer him- 
self aware this, because says that the book may 
seem repetitious, that textbook formula and 
hammers one basic procedure.” His thesis that hap- 
piness arises from the right outlook life, secured through 
the appropriate methods obtaining bodily relaxation 
for the reception spiritual power and thought, which 
comes from absolute faith Christ, and complete accept- 
ance his promises, found the Bible. 


For example, his chapter “How Achieve Calm 
Center for Your Life,” says: “By going church and 
practicing the technique spiritual living, one can estab- 
lish contact with the basic flow energy which call 
God’s power.” New Testament says: ‘In Him 
live, and move, and have our being.’ This meant that 
God does not create man and then abandon him get 
makes possible 
for constant recreation renewal take place. 
utilizing methods contacts which are known effec- 
tive, spiritual energy renews power the soul, the mind, 
and the body. The electric clock automatically re- 
wound the current flowing through the universe. 
manner, people are revitalized who maintain 
close spiritual contact.” 


This not offered theological treatise. explicitly 
avoids also the moral ethical approach human prob- 
lems, but definitely assumes that the culpable violation 
moral creates psychological infection which only 
the spiritual power Christ can remove. putting 
one’s self the state body and mind receive this 
spiritual power through complete and inner acceptance 
Christ’s words, that constitutes the procedure. 


example, the chapter “How Get Rid Your 


nd. 


Complex,” read: have put religious 
into the curing inferiority for one reason only. 


Christianity entirely practical. astounding how 


Peale Pouget 


defeated persons can changed into victorious indi- 
viduals when they actually utilize their religious faith 
workable instrument. sure this that can 
unhesitatingly assert that have never seen anything 
can really down person and keep him down, that per- 
son definitely and intelligently practices his Faith. There 
situation which have ever seen—and minister 
have seen plenty—in which Faith God will not help.” 


through words like these that see the deep earnest- 

ess and conviction Dr. Peale. wants sure 
that the very simplicity his technique will not turn 
people away from it. The book filled with illustrations 
terms actual cases, described pleasant narrative 
form. important emphasize the limited scope 
the book means help people help themselves, 
and not treatise religion, nor exposition 
revealed truth. 


This review does not mean that its writer agrees wholly 
with either the author’s matter manner its presenta- 
tion. While nowhere any sense irreverent, and 
while Christ called Himself the Physician and emphasized 
the need for healing souls and finding the lost sheep, one 
sometimes feels clash sentiment the constant use 
the words “efficiency” and “success,” the motive for 
achieving union with our Lord. His use, likewise, the 
word “confession” means for removing guilt, implies 
the same value sacramental confession. matter 
fact, the sacramental confession, the telling the 
sins not the chief source freeing one from sense 
guilt, but the absolution, virtue the sacred character 
the Priesthood Christ, shared the individual 
priest, gives that assurance when the minimum conditions 
for sorrow from motive related the loss man’s 
supernatural life, are present. 

Edward Bunn, 

Regional Director, 

Jesuit Educational Association 


Pouget, William, C.M., and Jean Guitton. The 
Canticle Canticles. Translated Joseph Lilly, 
C.M. McMullen. Feb. 27, 1948. $3.00. 


This interpretation the Canticles Canticles (Song 
Songs), now ably rendered English Fr. Lilly, 
established worth. appeared first the Etudes bibliques 
series, the foremost collection French reference works 
the sacred literature the Bible. brief compass 
supplies fresh and attractive rendering the original 
text, together with series chapters that skillfully throw 
into relief the salient literary, moral and even mystical 
values that are blended into its inspired message. From 
the literary viewpoint, the Canticle conceived 
learning, shrewd insight, and reflection 
have gone into Fr. Pouget’s reconstruction its setting 
and its dramatic unity. That other explanations the 
iterary form are possible and current, does not lessen the 
value this one: few studies the text have striven 
carefully take all its elements into account. The appre- 
ciation given the basic moral lessons the Canticle 
marked similar depth and sobriety. modern times 
the more timorous and less informed among even reli- 
giously minded people are prompted abandon 
genuinely sacred book into the hands the Philistines, 
that the positive exposition its moral teaching also 
the needed antidote much loose thought and writing. 


The ways interpreting the Canticle are traced three 
stages, all them provided for the inspired guidance 
under which the book was produced. “In its first phase, 
was work the imagination, historical and lyrical 
drama, designed give lesson conjugal fidelity. 
soon became parable whose chief aspect was illustrate 
the love Yahweh for His people. And finally was 
allegory, when the literal sense was neglected, and 
when the parabolic sense was forgotten, and treatise 
spiritual mysticism was drawn from the sacred verses.” 
With this book his guide, the reader will able 
draw upon the variegated riches the Canticle con- 
fidently, for his cultural and spiritual growth. 


Rev. Patrick Skehan, 

Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Kiely, Benedict. Poor Scholar. Sheed and Ward. 
Mar. 31, 1948. 198p. $3.00. 


This study William Carleton, Irish novelist, who 
was born 1794 and died 1869. When think 
Irish fiction the 19th century, are more likely 
remember Charles Lever, Samuel Lover, Canon Sheehan, 
perhaps even Trollope, some whose best novels have 
Irish background. But all these are poor stuff, main- 
tains Kiely, beside William Carleton, whom Yeats (and 
who should know better?) called “the greatest novelist 
Ireland right the most Celtic eyes that ever gazed 
from under the brow Shane Leslie thought 
him greater incomparably than the better known novelists 
the period, for “Lever dissipated himself for perennial 
after-dinner audience. Lover was Lever running 


The modern reader who find out first hand 
whether not these encomiums—and the writing this 
biography—are justified, will have difficult time un- 
earthing enough Carleton’s ftction upon which base 
his judgment—for think safe assume that few 
readers today are his works well-known. the libraries 
they are buried the shelves novels 
the period—badly printed, sadly bound, and covered with 
inches dust—if, indeed, they can found all. 


But they can come at, they will well repay the 
Carleton wrote not only the people Ire- 
land, but what made them they were the 19th 
century. knew first hand the great miseries the 
Ireland his period—not only the semi-legendary Year 
the Big Wind, but also the terrible Year the Small 
Potatoes, less fancifully known the Famine 1847. 
His people, then, cannot the unrelievedly funny folk 
Lever, Lover, Lady Morgan and Trollope—nor the 
simply religious people Canon Sheehan. They suffer 
too much continually frolicking—and Carleton him- 
self the faith make them wholly 


The religious enigma Carleton’s life Kiely never suc- 
ceeds explaining. Certainly was born Catholic, 
and certainly had always great respect for Catholicism 
and inner knowledge the people who practiced it. 


Kiely Index 


had fine ear for the Latin the average 
candidate for Maynooth, even, reciting the Confiteor 
many traveling priest, even our own enlightened} 
country this 20th century, will admire the ear 
caught, “Confectur Dimnipotenti batchy Mary sempla 
Virginy, batchy Mackletoe Archy Angelo batchy Johnny, 
Bartisty, sanctris postlis usually feel tha 
only the faithful have the right this kind fun, and 
the faithful Carleton early ceased belong, 
because his literary association with the violently 
Catholic editor, Caesar Otway. died outside the 
Church, and Kiely thinks that knew died 
his Church—but that regretted have sign. 


The history the 19th century Ireland, and, 
tion, the history all the centuries before, get 
curately the pages Carleton’s novels—and 
sense the real that sets him, think, above the 
literary Lever and Lover and the rest—that makes 
most recent history English Literature call him 
most powerful the Irish writers”. Whether not 
merits the almost mystical homage which Kiely pays 
this biography little less certain, but the book 
highly recommended all who are any way 
Ireland its literature. 
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Bernard Theall, Ente 


The Library, 
Catholic University 
Washington 17, 
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